
Myst er ies  
(9/1/09) 

 

Tony Abbott- The Postcard 

While in St. Petersburg, Florida, to help clean out his recently-deceased grandmother’s 

house, thirteen-year-old Jason finds an old postcard which leads him on an adventure that 

blends figures from an old, unfinished detective story with his family’s past. 

 

 

Peter Abrahams- Echo Falls Mysteries 

Down the Rabbit Hole 

Like her idol Sherlock Holmes, eighth grader Ingrid Levin-Hill uses her intellect to solve a 

murder case in her hometown of Echo Falls. 

 

Behind the Curtain 

     Ingrid is kidnapped while investigating mysterious happenings in her hometown.  

 

Into the Dark 

Ingrid tries to clear her grandfather’s name when he is accused of murdering an 

environmental activist found dead on his farm. 

 

 

Tedd Arnold- Rat Life 

After developing an unusual friendship with a young Vietnam War veteran in 1972, 

fourteen-year-old Todd discovers his writing talent and solves a murder mystery. 

 

 

Avi- Wolf Rider: A Tale of Terror 

After receiving an apparent crank call from a man claiming to have committed murder, Andy 

finds his close relationship with his father crumbling as he struggles to make everyone believe 

him. 

 

 

Cat Bauer- Harley Like a Person 

Fourteen-year-old Harley, an artistic teenager living with her alcoholic father and angry 

mother, suspects that she is adopted and begins a search for her biological parents. 

 

 

Edward Bloor- Taken 

In 2036 kidnapping rich children has become an industry, but when thirteen-year-old Charity 

Meyers is taken and held for ransom, she soon discovers that this particular kidnapping is not 

what it seems. 

 



Jennifer Bradbury- Shift 

When best friends Chris and Win go on a cross country bicycle trek the summer after 

graduating and only one returns, the FBI wants to know what happened. 

 

 

Morgan Burke- Party Room Trilogy 

Get It Started 

After Hours 

Last Call 

 

The Party Room is where the prep school crowd goes to drink up and hook up.  Everyone knows 

everyone- except the guy that Samantha Byrne leaves with one night.  The next day Sam’s missing.  

Then she’s found dead in Central Park, murdered brutally.  It looks like a copycat killing of another girl 

who was murdered years earlier.  By someone from Talcott Prep.  The killer is one of them.  He knows 

where they live. And where they play. 

 

 

Ally Carter- Spy Girls 

 I’d Tell You I Love You But Then I’d Have to Kill You 

As a sophomore at a secret spy school and the daughter of a former CIA operative, Cammie 

is sheltered from “normal teenage life” until she meets a local boy while on a class 

surveillance mission. 

 

Cross My Heart and Hope to Spy 

Cammie Morgan is a CIA legacy and attends the premier school in the world…for spies.  The 

school hosts some mysterious guests with the code name Blackthorne.  When Cammie is 

blamed for a security breach that threatens to expose the school’s top secret status, she and 

her friends face danger to clear Cammie’s name and learn the truth about Blackthorne. 

 

 Don’t Judge a Girl by Her Cover 

When Cammie Morgan arrives at her friend Macey’s five-star hotel for the Democratic 

National Convention, where Macey’s father is about to receive the vice presidential 

nomination, she thinks she’s in for an exciting end to her summer break.  But if you’re a 

Gallagher Girl, “exciting” and “deadly” are never far apart. 

 

 

Eoin Colfer- Half-Moon Investigations 
Twelve-year-old private investigator Fletch Moon, nicknamed “Half Moon” because of 

his shortness, must track down a conspiracy or be framed for a crime he did not commit. 

 

 

Caroline B. Cooney- The Terrorist 

Laura, an American living in London, ties to find the person responsible for the death of 

her younger brother Billy, who has been killed by a terrorist bomb. 

 



Robert Cormier- The Rag and Bone Shop 

Trent, an ace interrogator from Vermont, works to procure a confession from an introverted 

twelve-year-old accused of murdering his seven-year-old friend in Monument, 

Massachusetts. 

 

 

Lois Duncan- Killing Mr. Griffin 

A teenager casually suggests playing a cruel trick on the English teacher, but did he intend it 

to end with murder? 

 

 

John Feinstein- Sports mysteries 

 Last Shot: A Final Four Mystery 

After winning a basketball reporting contest, eighth graders Stevie and Susan Carol are sent to 

cover the Final Four tournament, where they discover that a talented player is being 

blackmailed into throwing the final game. 

 

 Cover-Up: A Superbowl Mystery 

Fledgling fourteen-year-old sports reporters Susan Carol and Stevie investigate suspicious 

activities at the Super Bowl after Stevie gets fired from his co-anchor job on a ground-

breaking teen sports show. 

 

 Change-Up: Mystery at the World Series 

While covering baseball’s World Series between the Washington Nationals and the Boston Red 

Sox, teenage sports reporters Stevie and Susan Carol investigate a rookie pitcher whose evasive 

answers during an interview reveal more than a few contradictions in his life story.  

 

 

Alane Ferguson- Forensic Mysteries 

The Christopher Killer 
On the payroll as an assistant to her coroner father, Cameryn Mahoney uses her knowledge of 

forensic medicine to catch the killer of a friend while putting herself in terrible danger. 

 

 The Angel of Death 

Cameryn Mahoney uses her skills learned as an assistant to her coroner father to try to 

unravel the mystery of a local teacher’s gruesome death, while also awaiting a possible 

reunion with her long-missing mother. 

 

Circle of Blood  

As she uses her knowledge of forensic medicine to investigate the death of a young runaway, 

Cameryn Mahoney, an assistant to her coroner father, worries that her secretive mother may 

be involved. 

 

 



Linda Gerber- Death By… series 

Death by Bikini 

Sixteen-year-old Aphra Behn Connolly investigates why her father let an unknown 

family stay at their exclusive tropical island resort, who strangled a famous rock star’s 

girlfriend with her own bikini top, and what a smoldering teenage guest is hiding. 

 

Death by Latte 

When sixteen-year-old Aphra sneaks away from the island resort where she lives with her 

father, and travels to Seattle to find the mother she has not seen for four years, she does not 

anticipate getting involved in a CIA plot that threatens not only her life, but that of her 

boyfriend and her mother as well. 

 

Death by Denim 

Sixteen-year-old Aphra and her mother, a CIA agent, are hiding in France under new 

identities, but they must go on the run again when their location is discovered by a 

dangerous criminal.  

 

 

Gail Giles- What Happened to Cass McBride? 

After his younger brother commits suicide, Kyle Kirby decides to exact revenge on the 

person he holds responsible. 

 

 

Julia Golding- Cat Royal Adventures 

 The Diamond of Drury Lane 

Orphan Catherine “Cat” Royal, living at the Drury Lane Theater in 1790s London, tries 

to find the “diamond” supposedly hidden in the theater, which unmasks a treasonous 

political cartoonist, and involves her in the street gangs of Covent Garden and the 

world of nobility. 

  

Cat Among the Pigeons 

Cat rallies her friends to try to save Pedro from the clutches of Mr. Hawkins, a slave master 

who considers Pedro his property. 

  

Den of Thieves 

Asked to become a spy while living a public life as a ballerina, Cat accepts the challenge 

and leaves the Theater Royal behind; suddenly finding herself in the heart of revolutionary 

Paris where she must work to save her friends who have been declared traitors and are 

being held captive for their crimes. 

 

 

John Green- Paper Towns 

One month before graduating from his Central Florida high school, Quentin “Q” Jacobsen 

basks in the predictable boringness of his life until the beautiful and exciting Margo Roth 

Spiegelman, Q’s neighbor and classmate, takes him on a midnight adventure and then mysteriously 

disappears. 

 

 

 



S.A. Harazin- Blood Brothers 

With his best friend on life-support after taking drugs at a party, Clay, a medical 

technician, recalls their long friendship, future plans, and recent disagreement, and tries to 

figure out who is responsible for the accidental overdose. 

 

 

Pete Hautman and Mary Logue- Bloodwater Mysteries 

Snatched 

Too curious for her own good, Roni, crime reporter for her high school newspaper, teams up 

with Brian, freshman science geek, to investigate the beating and kidnapping of a classmate. 

 

Skullduggery 

During a field trip in the local woods, Roni and Brian find the local archaeology professor, 

Andrew Dart, knocked unconscious in a cave, which leads them to investigate a land 

development scheme.  

 

Doppelganger 

High school newspaper reporter Roni finds an age-progressed photograph on a missing 

children’s website of a boy that looks just like her sidekick Brian, throwing the pair into an 

investigation of Brian’s past and family heritage. 

 

 

Carl Hiaasen- Flush 

With their father jailed for sinking a river boat, Noah Underwood and his younger 

sister, Abbey, must gather evidence that the owner of this floating casino is emptying 

his bilge tanks into the protected waters around their Florida Keys home. 

 

 

Anthony Horowitz- Alex Rider series 

 Stormbreaker 

 Point Blank 

 Skeleton Key 

 Eagle Strike 

 Scorpia 

 Ark Angel 

 Snakehead 

 Crocodile Tears 

After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is coerced to 

continue his uncle’s dangerous work for Britain’s intelligence agency, MI6. 

 

 

Michelle Jaffe- Bad Kitty 

While vacationing with her family in Las Vegas, Jasmine stumbles upon a murder mystery 

that she attempts to solve with the help of her friends, recently arrived from California. 

 

 Kitty Kitty 

When seventeen-year-old Jasmine Callihan is whisked off for an extended visit to Venice, 

Italy, at the start of her senior year, she tries her best to stay out of trouble but gets caught up 

in trying to solve a murder mystery.  



Jeffry W. Johnston- Fragments 

Ever since the accident, Chase feels shattered.  He can’t remember that night, so when he 

starts getting flashes of memory, he’s relieved.  He wants to put the pieces together once and 

for all. 

 

 

E.L. Konigsburg- Silent to the Bone 

When he is wrongly accused of gravely injuring his baby half-sister, Branwell loses his 

power of speech and only his friend Connor is able to reach him and uncover the truth 

about what really happened. 

 

 

Bennett Madison- Lulu Dark 

 Lulu Dark Can See Through Walls 

When someone steals her purse and her identity, high school junior and reluctant girl sleuth 

Lulu Dark investigates. 

 

 Lulu Dark and the Summer of the Fox 

When a mysterious person called the Fox begins to threaten young starlets, Lulu Dark 

investigates, even though she suspects that her own mother- an aging actress- might be 

behind it all. 

 

 

Graham McNamee- Acceleration 

Stuck working in the Lost and Found of the Toronto Transit Authority for the summer, 

seventeen-year-old Duncan finds the diary of a serial killer and sets out to stop him. 

 

 

Joan Lowery Nixon- 

 The Dark and Deadly Pool 

Sixteen-year-old Mary Elizabeth’s summer job at an expensive health club turns out to be 

more exciting than she bargained for when a series of mysterious events culminate in 

murder. 

 

 

Don’t Scream 

When two new guys come to her school, Jess thinks things are really looking up, but she 

doesn’t know their real identities or if she can trust them. 

 

 

 Murdered, My Sweet 

Jenny and her mother hunt a killer while fearing for their own safety, after reading of their 

millionaire cousins will leads to the murder of another cousin. 

 

 

 Nobody’s There 

Following an act of vandalism against her father’s girlfriend, a seventeen-year old girl is 

paired by the court with an eccentric senior citizen whose hobby as a sleuth turns deadly. 



Carol Plum-Ucci-  

The Body of Christopher Creed 

Torey Adams, a high school junior with a seemingly perfect life, struggles with doubts and 

questions surrounding the mysterious disappearance of the class outcast. 

 

 

  The Night My Sister Went Missing 
When his sister goes missing under mysterious circumstances, seventeen-year-old Kurt 

spends a night at the local police station overhearing statements from a variety of witnesses 

that reveal the deep prejudices and shocking secrets of his small beach community. 

 

 

What Happened to Lani Garver  
Sixteen-year-old Claire is unable to face her fears about a recurrence of her leukemia, her 

eating disorder, her need to fit in with the popular crowd on Hackett Island, and her 

mother’s alcoholism until the enigmatic Lani Garver helps her get control of her life at the 

risk of his own. 

 

 

Phillip Pullman- The Sally Lockhart Mysteries 

The Ruby in the Smoke 

In nineteenth-century London, Sally, recently orphaned, must uncover two mysteries.  One 

involves the opium trade and the other a stolen ruby. 

 

The Shadow in the North  

In 1878 in London, Sally, now twenty-two and established in her own business, and her 

companions Frederick and Jim try to solve the mystery surrounding the unexpected collapse 

of a shipping firm and its ties to a sinister corporation called North Star. 

 

The Tiger in the Well 

In London in 1881, twenty-four-year-old Sally finds her young daughter and her possessions 

assailed by an unknown enemy, while a shadowy figure known as the Tzaddik involves her in 

his plot to defraud and exploit the hordes of Jewish immigrants pouring into the country. 

 

 

Philip Pullman- The Tin Princess 

In 1882 Becky applies for a tutoring job in London and becomes embroiled in assassination, 

intrigue, and dangerous politics in the small European kingdom of Razkavia. 

 

 

Margaret Qualey-  

Close to a Killer 

Seventeen-year-old Barrie finds herself involved in a string of murders that are somehow 

connected to her mother’s hair salon. 

 

Thin Ice 

Seventeen-year-old Arden has been raised by her older brother, Scott, since their parents 

died when she was just six years old, so when Scott is presumed drowned in a snowmobile 

accident, Arden is convinced he’s really run away. 



Ellen Raskin- The Westing Game 

The mysterious death of an eccentric millionaire rings together an unlikely assortment of 

heirs who must uncover the circumstances of his death before they can claim their 

inheritance. 

 

 

Kathryn Reiss- Blackthorn Winter  
An idyllic seaside artists’ colony in England is the scene of murder, and American-born Juliana 

Martin-Drake attempts to solve the crime while unraveling the mystery of her own past. 

 

 

Malcolm Rose- Traces series 

 Framed!  

 Lost Bullet 

 Roll Call 

 Final Lap 

Teenage Forensic Investigator Luke Harding is called to investigate a variety of murders. 

 

 

Michael Simmons- Finding Lubchenko  

When his father is framed for murder and bioterrorism, Evan, using clues from a stolen 

laptop, travels from Seattle to Paris with two friends to find the real culprit. 

 

 

Walter Sorrells- Hunted series 

Fake ID 

After a lifetime of moving and assuming new identities, sixteen-year-old Chass begins to 

piece together the disturbing past that haunts her and her mother and which involves a 

mysterious tape, a deceased popular singer, and the secrets of several people in a small Alabama town. 

 

 Club Dread  
When sixteen-year-old Chastity witnesses the murder of a pop star, her hopes of settling 

down with her mother in San Francisco seem to disappear. 

 

 

Walter Sorrells- First Shot 

As David enters his senior year of high school, a family secret emerges that could solve the 

mystery of why his mother was murdered two years ago. 

 

 



Michael Spradlin- Spy Godess  

 Live and Let Shop 

Rachel Buchanan gets in trouble with the law and winds up at mysterious Blackthron 

Academy where she uncovers secrets about the school and becomes entangled in a case of 

international espionage. 

 

 To Hawaii, with Love 

Headstrong Rachel Buchanan and her friends sneak away from Blackthorn Academy and set 

out to find a mysterious artifact before it falls into the hands of her nemesis, Simon 

Blankenship, a journey that takes them to the volcanic shores of Hawaii. 

 

 

Wendelin Van Draanen- Sammy Keyes series  

 Sammy Keyes and the Hotel Thief 

 Sammy Keyes and the Skeleton Man 

 Sammy Keyes and the Sisters of Mercy 

 Sammy Keyes and the Runaway Elf 

 Sammy Keyes and the Curse of the Moustache Mary 

 Sammy Keyes and the Hollywood Mummy 

 Sammy Keyes and the Search for Snake Eyes 

 Sammy Keyes and the Art of Deception 

 Sammy Keyes and the Psycho Kitty Queen 

 Sammy Keyes and the Dead Giveaway 

 Sammy Keyes and the Wild Things 

 Sammy Keyes and the Cold Hard Cash 

The adventures of spunky, sarcastic, amateur middle school sleuth Sammy Keyes. 

 

 

Vivian Vande Velde- Never Trust a Dead Man 

Wrongly convicted of murder and punished by being sealed in the tomb with the dead man, 

seventeen-year-old Selwyn enlists the help of a witch and the resurrected victim to find the 

true killer. 

 

 

Nancy Werlin- The Killer’s Cousin  
After being acquitted of murder, seventeen-year-old David goes to stay with relatives in 

Cambridge, Massachusetts, where he finds himself forced to face his past as he learns 

more about this strange young cousin Lily. 

 

 

 

 


