
All annotations provided by Amazon.com. 

HAVERHILL HIGH SCHOOL 

SUMMER READING LIST 2009 

Entering Junior Year 
 

Listed below are the summer reading selections for students entering Grade 11 at Haverhill High School.  

Choose at least one book and have it read by the start of the school year.   An assignment will be given during 

the first two weeks of school IN ALL ENGLISH CLASSES and this score will be averaged with your first 

quarter grade.  Books can be found at the Haverhill Public Library or at local bookstores.   Note: Students 

may read any title specifically recommended by the librarian in place of one on the list.  Select titles are also 

available in a variety of audio formats for readers who would like to listen to the story while they read. 

 
FICTION:  

 

The Perks of Being a Wallflower              Stephen Chbosky 

Charlie is a wallflower--shy and introspective, and intelligent beyond his years, if not very savvy in the social arts. 

We learn about Charlie through the letters he writes to someone of undisclosed name, age, and gender, a stylistic 

technique that adds to the heart-wrenching earnestness saturating this teen's story.  Charlie's letters take on the 

intimate feel of a journal as he shares his day-to-day thoughts and feelings.  

 

Twisted          Laurie Halse Anderson 
Socially inept Tyler Miller thinks his senior year of high school is going to be a year like no other. After being 
sentenced to a summer of character building physical labor following a graffiti prank, his reputation at school 

receives a boost, as do his muscles. Enter super-popular Bethany Milbury, sister of his tormentor, Chip, and 

daughter of his father's boss. Tyler's newfound physique has attracted her interest and infuriated Chip, leading to 

ongoing conflicts at school. Readers will rejoice in Tyler's proclamation, I'm not the problem here…I'm tired of 

feeling like I am. Teenage concerns with sex, alcohol, grades, and family are all tackled with honesty and candor.  
 

Just Listen          Sarah Dessen 

Annabel Greene seemingly had everything: cool friends, close family, good grades, and a part-time modeling career 

in town. But it all came crashing down, and Annabel has spent the summer in shaky, self-imposed exile. She finds 

herself dreading the new school term and facing, well, everyone again. The last thing she wants to do is revisit old 

friendships while the losses are painful, the secrets behind the rifts are almost unbearable 

     

The First Part Last          Angela Johnson 

Brief, poetic, and absolutely riveting, this gem of a novel tells the story of a young father struggling to raise an 

infant. Bobby, 16, is a sensitive and intelligent narrator. His parents are supportive but refuse to take over the child-

care duties, so he struggles to balance parenting, school, and friends who don't comprehend his new role. Alternate 

chapters go back to the story of Bobby's relationship with his girlfriend Nia and how parents and friends reacted to 

the news of her pregnancy. 

 

Whale Talk          Chris Crutcher 

Crutcher's gripping tale of small-town prejudice delivers a frank, powerful message about social issues and ills. 

Representing one-third of his community's minority population ("I'm black. And Japanese. And white"), narrator 

T.J. Jones voices a darkly ironic appraisal of the high school sports arena. Despite his natural athletic ability (at 13, 
he qualified for the Junior Olympics in two swimming events), T.J. has steered away from organized sports until his 

senior year, when Mr. Simet, a favorite English teacher, implores him to help form a swim team for the school. T.J. 

sees an opportunity to get revenge on the establishment and invites outcasts to participate on the team.  
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Feed           M T Anderson 

In this chilling novel, Anderson imagines a society dominated by the feed, a next-generation Internet/television 

hybrid that is directly hardwired into the brain. Teen narrator Titus never questions his world, in which parents 

select their babies' attributes in the conceptionarium; corporations dominate the information stream, and kids learn to 

employ the feed more efficiently in School. Everything changes when he and his pals travel to the moon for spring 
break. Without exposition, Anderson deftly combines elements of today's teen scene, including parties and shopping 

malls, with imaginative and disturbing fantasy twists. 

 

POETRY: 

 

Canto General              Pablo Neruda 

Comprising 15 sections and over 300 separate poems, this epic traces the history of Spanish America from the pre-

Colombian innocence to present corruption.  

 

NON FICTION: 

 

Hole in My Life          Jack Gantos 
A gaping hole of misery is what popular young adult author Jack Gantos remembers when he thinks back to 1972, 

"the bleakest year of my life." Just 20 years old, Gantos was in a medium security prison for his participation in a 

get-rich-quick drug scam. Scared silly by the violence he saw around him daily, Gantos's only lifeline was a battered 

copy of The Brothers Karamazov, which he painstakingly turned into an impromptu journal by scratching his own 

thoughts into the tiny spaces between the lines. There, he recorded both his fears and his dream of someday writing 

a book of his own. It was during his time behind bars that he found himself growing into a focused, diligent writer 

who eschewed drugs for the bigger high of watching his words fill the hole once and for all. 

 

The Autobiography of Malcolm X           Malcolm X 

Malcolm X's searing memoir belongs on the small shelf of great autobiographies. The reasons are many: the 

blistering honesty with which he recounts his transformation from a bitter, self-destructive petty criminal into an 
articulate political activist, the continued relevance of his militant analysis of white racism, and his emphasis on self-

respect and self-help for African-Americans.  

 

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings                            Maya Angelou 

In this first of five volumes of autobiography, poet Maya Angelou recounts a youth filled with disappointment, 

frustration, tragedy, and finally hard-won independence. Sent at a young age to live with her grandmother in 

Arkansas, Angelou learned a great deal from this exceptional woman and the tightly- knit black community there. 

These very lessons carried her throughout the hardships she endured later in life, including a tragic occurrence while 

visiting her mother in St. Louis and her formative years spent in California--where an unwanted pregnancy changed 

her life forever.  

 

Without a Map                    Meredith Hall 
It was 1965 when Hall was expelled from her New Hampshire high school, shunned by all her friends, made to 

leave her mother's home, and kept hidden from sight in her father's house—all because she was a sexually naïve 16-

year-old, pregnant by a college boy who wasn't all that interested in her anyway. And in this memoir, chapters of 

which have been published in magazines, Hall narrates this bittersweet tale of loss. After childbirth her baby was put 

up for adoption so fast, she never had even a glimpse of him. She finished high school at a nearby boarding school, 

then soon wandered to Europe and eventually found herself just walking, alone, from country to country. 

 

Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America              Barbara Ehrenreich 
Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America tells the story of what a privileged and articulate writer 

experienced when she attempted to live as an "unskilled" working class person. Barbara Ehrenreich spent time in 

Key West, Maine, and Minnesota holding down jobs as a waitress, nursing home aide, cleaning woman, and Wall-
Mart "associate." She attempted to live on the wages these jobs paid--without drawing on her skills as a PhD, author, 

or lecturer.  

 

 


